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PREFACE 


People are the motive force of history. This has been a viewpoint that revolution¬ 
aries have always held close to their hearts. This book is a modest appreciation of this 
fact. The motivation for writing on Karnataka's history is inspired by the very force that 
motivates its making. 

My comrades and friends, near and dear, have all contributed to this book. 
From the time since work commenced on this project till its final execution, from the 
procurement of literature to reading the manuscript, from those innumerable questions 
that came up in the Karnataka History classes to discussions of the draft, from the ardu¬ 
ous production tasks to the financing of this project; I have been helped and encouraged. 
This book has been the outcome of this collective effort. I express my deepest thanks to 
all these authors; this book having more than just one. 

However, it is unfortunate that I cannot mention their names or their spe¬ 
cific contribution since this seeks to be more than an academic piece. I would at the same 
time like to take the blame for whatever mistaken and wrong ideas that have been pre¬ 
sented. I wish this book will not fault their endeavours or belie their hopes. 

Saki 

January 1998 
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Publisher's Note 

"The writing of Indian history is not possible as long as it lies buried in books, in 
the rooms of university libraries. For this it is inevitable that one should go among the 
people." This was DD Kosambi's opinion. The people are none other than those whose 
development has been stalled at different levels in the process of social advance, those 
that are compelled to lead a life against their will and those that are organising themselves 
to create a life that they would like to lead. These people are the warehouse of history. 
The pains and joys that have been witnessed, the betrayals and treacheries that have been 
experienced, the victories that have been won in the protracted course of history have 
imbued their life with a culture and tradition. When the written records of history are few, 
and even those have been chronicled by the powerful, it is impossible to create a people's 
history by basing on them alone. Hence it is necessary to go among the people and pick 
up the strands of history. 

This work is the result of the dialectical combination of the experience of living 
with the oppressed and of wide study. This has been possible because the author has not 
only been a researcher of history but has devoted himself as an activist in the cause of 
changing the life of the people. He has been involved in building a revolutionary move¬ 
ment in Karnataka. It is because of this that the work can be of interest and use to those 
that bear an academic bent and at the same time for those activists that are toiling for 
social change. 

History is not a chronicle of details from a beaten track. It is a guide to the path 
that has to be traversed. It is precisely those that seek to make history who devote 
themselves in a search of history. This is because history is the repository of the sufferings 
and sorrows, joys and achievements of life. This wealth of experience, in addition to 
providing us with lessons on social dynamics, ferrets out the basic reasons for our present 
position and describes the tradition of militant struggles and the immense power that rests 
coiled in us. History is therefore a beacon light of knowledge; it is at the same time a 
motive force. 

Every society is rooted in history. Society has to grow on the nourishment pro¬ 
vided by its roots. But popular history has been destroyed, distorted and the people 
rendered without a past. Most history that has so far been written has been penned from 
the viewpoint of the powerful classes if they have not been sponsored by them. That is 
why history writing bears a class, caste, racial, gender, religious...bias. The people are 
nowhere to be found even if one searched for them in such histories. Which king was 
defeated by whom? How many wives did a king have? Between what boundaries did his 
territory fall?—All this is not history. What was the state of life of the people at different 
periods of time? How did it change? What were the struggles that people waged in that 
process? What was their impact? This ought to be the essence of historical research. 


History was not created by any one king or queen. People are the real makers of 
history. History cannot be history without the people. The purpose of this work is to 
reconstruct a people's history. 

There have been a few attempts at reconstructing the history of the people of 
Karnataka. Making History is a milestone in this regard. We take pride in placing this 
work before the people. We shall publish its Kannada translation as early as possible. 

This work itself bears testimony to the efforts that the author has placed in the 
writing of it. We are indebted to Saki for his devotion in writing it and to all those who 
have, by providing information and support, contributed to it. We will always remember 
all those friends who have helped in bringing out this work. 


Vimukthi Prakashana 


Vlll 


In the social production of their life, men enter into definite relations that are indispens¬ 
able and independent of their will, relations of production which correspond to a definite stage 
of development of their material productive forces. The sum total of these relations of produc¬ 
tion constitutes the economic structure of society, the real foundation, on which rises a legal and 
political superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of social consciousness. The 
mode of production of material life conditions the social, political and intellectual life process in 
general. It is not the consciousness of men that determines their being, but, on the contrary, 
their social being that determines their consciousness. At a certain stage of their development, 
the material productive forces of society come in conflict with the existing relations of produc¬ 
tion, or—what is but a legal expression of the same thing—with the property relations within 
which they have been at work hitherto. From forms of development of the productive forces 
these relations turn into their fetters. Then begins an epoch of social revolution. 

Karl Marx 

A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy 

Men make their own history, but they do not make it just as they please; they do not 
make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under given circumstances encoun¬ 
tered and inherited from the past. The tradition of all the generations of the dead weighs like a 
nightmare on the brain of the living. 


Karl Marx 

The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 
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temple in the background appears to belong to the Rashtrakuta period, 
the structure in the foreground is from Adilshahi times. The Kaginala 
river meanders into the horizon. 155 

62. Urban centres in Karnataka during the early and middle phases of early 

feudalism. 

63. The spread of the Aihole 500 guild in south India from inscriptions. 

64. Dispersal and concentration of Holeya and Madiga populations in Old 

Mysore. 

65. The gigantic monolithic statue of Gommateshwara of Shravanabelagola, 

Has san district. 217 

66. Some agraharas during the period of early feudalism. 

67. Urban centres in Karnataka during the final phase of early feudalism. 

Inset graph describes the rise of urban centres in the final phase when 
compared to the early and middle phases of the early feudal period. 

68. A and B. An assortment of viragals and mastigals from Shimoga, 

Chickmagalur and Dakshina Kannada districts. 
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69. Outer wall of Hoysaleshwara temple, Hassan district. 243 

70. The Hoysala monogram in stone and Krishna holding up 

Govardhanagiri from Halebidu, Hassan district. 244 

71. Multiangled and round bell-shaped pillars of Belur, Hassan district. 245 

72. Pillars in the navaranga at Belur, Hassan district. 246 

73. Reconstruction of a lathe u sed for making the turned columns of B elur. 247 

74. Image of a mother goddess with nails driven into her body. 253 

75. Image of Kalamma, a mother goddess worshipped especially by the 

goldsmiths of Mysore district. 254 

76. Amodest temple for a village god—a non-Brahmana shrine at the foot of 

a tree. 255 

77. Afewbuthas ofTulunadu. (1) Kala-Bhairava. (2)Kallurti. 

(3) Todakinar. (4) Marlu-Jumadi. (5)Bobbarye. 

(6) Attavara-daiyongulu. (7)Panjurli. (8)Jumadi. (9) Hosa-bhuta. 

(lO)Jumadi. 256 

78. Buffalo sacrifice at the time of sowing by Madigas of Bellary. The head 

of the buffalo has its foot in its mouth and on its forehead is an earthen 

lamp. 257 

79. Vijayanagara kingdom. 291 

80. Bahmani kingdom. 292 

8 l.Adilshahi kingdom. 293 

82. An assortment of monopod, bipod and wheeled Adilshahi guns. 294 

83. Site map of Hampi, Bellary district. 299 

84. The double storied Raja Mahal at Chandragiri in Hampi, Bellary district, is 

an exquisite example of the influence of Bahmani and Adilshahi art and 
architecture on a post-Hoy sala style. 300 

85. Elevation and section of Gagan Mahal, Hampi, Bellary district: another 

example of a blend in styles. 301 

86. Vijayanagara anecuts and their canals in Bellary district. 

(1) Tungabhadra river. (2) Modem Tungabhadra dam. (3) Modem 
Tungabhadra reservoir (Pampa Sagar). (4) Modem canal from modem 


Tungabhadra reservoir. (5) Basavanna canal (originally from Vallabhapur 
anecut). (6) Raya canal (originally from Ramanna/Kurudagadda 
anecut). (7) Kamalapura tank. (8) Hosur/Bella anecut. (9) Bella canal. 

(10) Turthu anecut. (11) Turthu canal (originally called Hiriya Kaluve). 

(12) Ramasagara anecut. (13) Ramasagara canal. (14) Kampli anecut. 

(15) Kampli canal and Delugoduhalla canal. 306 

87. Ramasagara anecut details. (l)Anecut. (2) Tungabhadra river flow. 

(3) Right bank. (4) Left bank. (5) Ramasagara canal flow. 307 

88. The inscription on water tower no. 67 a little north to the tomb of Ali I in 

Bijapur. 309 

89. Sultan Ibrahim Add Shah II (1580-1627). Foremost of the Bijapur kings 

who used Dakhni and did not know Persian. 
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90. Saiyid Muhammad Husaini Bandanawaz Gisudraz (d 1422) whose 

darga is in Gulbarga. The annual urns at this shrine by far, draws the 


largest congregation in Karnataka. 323 

91. Amajzub of Bijapur, seventeenth century AD. 325 

92. Territories of the major palegaras of Old Mysore in 1625 AD. 331 

93. Some important ports of Karnataka. 341 

94. The Keladi kingdom and the Mysore Kingdom under Tipu Sultan. 371 

95. Peninsular India illustrating the history of Mysore. 372 

96. Hallikar (1) bull and (2) ox from the herd of Tipu Sultan. 


97. This map prepared after the victory of the British Alliance in the Third 

Anticolonial War of Mysore shows the boundaries of the Kingdom 

before and after 1792. The shaded portions were territories ceded to the 

British, the Marathas and the Nizam. 402 

98. Ay eta off Bangalore. Amodest means of irrigation. 423 

99. Abullock drawn seeder. (1) Coorigi. (2) Sudiki. (3) Bottom of the coorigi. 

(4) Top of the coorigi. (5) Vertical section of the coorigi. 429 

100. The island of Srirangapatna. Shehar Ganjam is as big as the fortress itself. 

Apart from a Lai Bagh there was a Daulat Bagh too. 468 

101. A small mill for cleaning cotton from Harihara which was an important 

centre for cotton trade and yarn production. 47 5 

102. Figures of a forge from Ghettipura, Magadi taluk, Bangalore district. 483 

103. Sugar mill at Chennapatna, Bangalore district. (1) Plan of the upper end 

of the mortar. (2) View of the mortar. (3) Vertical section of the mortar. 488 

104. An oil mill or gana from Bangalore with a cross section and vertical section 

of the mortar. The oil collected in a six feet deep tank underground. 493 

105. Alife sized wooden tiger, the monogram of Tipu's Mysore, mauling a 

British soldier. A key operated the cords in the tiger replicating its growls 
and the shrieks of the soldier. This toy kept in Tipu's palace was an 

object of amusement for his guests. It was stolen by the British and now 


decorates the Albert Museum, London. 510 

106. HaidarAliasayoungman. 511 

107. Haidar Ali a few years before his death. 512 

108 . Prince Tipu. The Sultan a few years before his death. 519 


109. A fragmented Karnataka. (1) Bombay Presidency. (2) Madras 

Presidency. (3) Kodagu. (4) Mysore. (5) Hyderabad (6) Kollapur. 
(7)Sangli. (8) Mirji-Senior. (9) Mirji-Junior. (10) Kurundwad-Senior. 
(11) Kurundwad-Junior. (12) Jamkhandi. (13)Mudhol. (14) Ramadurga. 
(15) Jatt. (16) Akkalakote. (17)Aundh(Gunadal). (18)Savanur. 

(19) Sandur. 
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